Text of Speech written by Madison Selectman Joe MacDougald for the news conference announcing the Griswold Airport property purchase agreement.  September 30, 2009

Whoever thought this day would come? 

For Years, since the Griswold Zoning Compliance hearings, Dr. Bill McCullough and I would get together every few months for coffee and talk about land use issues, town issues, and, as anyone who knows Bill would suspect, the airport property. So I didn’t think it unusual for Bill to give me a call just about a year ago today to suggest that I host a meeting with folks from the Trust for Public Land, an organization that I knew very little about. 

We gathered in my conference room in my new offices over on Route 1. The room was barely finished with light bulbs hanging down. This was perhaps an inauspicious setting for what turned into an intensive but truly important yearlong project. Despite the daunting nature of road before us, I heard Alicia Betty from the Trust for Public land lay out her plans to negotiate the purchase of the Griswold Airport Property for the Town of Madison. She only needed to know if the town of Madison would be supportive. While we could only speak for ourselves, Al Goldberg and I, the town officials in the room, were clearly enthusiastic to see what could be done 

Al and I then formed a duo from that moment forward, getting together with Alicia Betty in countless meetings to discuss the many negotiated terms. Most of the time, we were sure this day would never come! I can assure you, the original economic discussions were nowhere near where we are today. But yet here we are! Today we have the possibility of purchase for this land, but it is a possibility worth our fight and worth our effort. 
This land represents an unparalleled conservation opportunity! These vistas and marshes should be preserved and made available to offer an interface to our natural world. The marshland forms a natural, backwards J of high conservation value. 

This land represents an incredible recreational opportunity. As part of the eventual referendum, Al & I & the Board of Selectmen are committed to placing athletic fields on this property in the higher sections to give our citizens a facility and a legacy that will be here for the generations.
This land, in limited fashion, also represents a possible strategic commercial opportunity – with the potential of interconnection with other parcels and development near route 1. 

But, for me as for many of us, this land also represents something more important. It is an opportunity to turn back the planning clock by over 25 years to when the airport was first offered to town. Second chances are rare, but this is one. This purchase means that the future chapters telling the story of this property will be written neither by commercial interests nor by chance but by the people of Madison! And that’s very special. 

I want to thank Dr. McCullough and his associates for their incredible dedication. Without them, we clearly would never be here today.  Thank you Bill for making that call a year ago! 
I want to thank my compatriot Al Goldberg for his dedication to this project and his tolerance and good humor in our many long meetings. Many people have told us in this process that without constant, bipartisan support from their town government, they wouldn’t have had the confidence to invest the time to make this project work.  

And Finally, I want to thank Alicia Betty from the Trust for Public Land. Without her efforts, we would all be doing something else this morning instead of standing here on this remarkable field. 

Once I asked, will we ever again be the town that would have bought the Surf Club. While today, the answer is simply “possibly” - after our town votes to purchase this property, we will all know the answer is YES. 
