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TOWN  OF  MADISON
CONNECTICUT Conservation Commission
8 CAMPUS DRIVE MADISON, CONNECTICUT 06443-2563

Board of Selectmen

Town of Madison

8 Campus Drive

Madison CT 06443










12 October 2009

Dear Board,


The Conservation Commission met today at the Griswold Airport property to walk the site and evaluate its natural resource value.  Over the past year, we have developed a quantitative scale to rate properties in ten areas:

	1. Water resources (wetlands, watercourses, etc.)
	6.   Proximity to dedicated open space

	2. Wildlife habitat, migration corridors
	7.   Proximity to managed open space

	3. Presence of endangered or protected species
	8.   Aquifer/drinking water protection area

	4. Natural scenic features
	9.   Water frontage

	5. Cultural, historical, archaeological features
	10. Agricultural resources, current or potential



Specific criteria applied in each category are too detailed to elaborate here, but overall, the Griswold property rated among the highest for parcels we have reviewed in Madison to date. It rated a top score in areas 1, 2, 4, 7, and 9. The property contains significant tidal wetland habitat and is part of a much larger system (the Hammonasset marshes) that serves as an important migration stopover and feeding habitat for birds.  The property is included in one of the DEP National Diversity Database areas for endangered or protected species (we have requested details on this from the DEP).  The property also has significant natural scenic features and frontage on the Hammonasset River. If or when additional information or data become available that could augment this evaluation, we will refine this report.
It is important to recognize the unique conservation opportunity represented by this property. Connecticut is one of the most densely populated states, and the coast is especially heavily settled.  Given the intense pressure on property, the Griswold Airport is practically unique in its size and constitution.  There are probably very few places left in all of southern New England where tens of acres of coastal habitat, including high marsh, woodlands and
grasslands, are available to be conserved as a functioning set of ecosystems and for public enjoyment.  The fact that it abuts other conserved habitats means that it will be able to function as part of a larger whole.  

As the proposal to purchase the land moves forward, we hope to use this opportunity to explain to the citizens of Madison why we feel open space is an important component of the quality of life in our community and to provide details on how the Conservation Commission evaluates parcels such as this one for natural resource value.

Sincerely,

[image: image2.jpg]O b




George McManus,

For the Conservation Commission

