The words of Al Goldberg, Madison First Selectman, delivered September 30, 2009 at the former Griswold Airport site.

[WE ARE] ASSEMBLED HERE ON OUR  FIELD OF DREAMS.
MANY OF YOU HERE THIS MORNING HAVE LONG SHARED THE DREAM.  I AM DELIGHTED TO SEE YOU HERE AND TO HAVE WORKED WITH SO MANY OF YOU TO MAKE THIS MOMENT ARRIVE.

1000’S OF YOU HAVE SPOKEN TO ME OF YOUR DREAM.
-DREAM OF EXPERIENCING SIGHTS, SOUNDS, SMELLS OF THIS MAJESTIC MARSH

-DREAM OF A COMMUNITY TAKING STEPS TO USE THIS LAND IN A WAY WHICH REFLECT ITS VALUES AND WHAT BROUGHT US HERE:  OPEN SPACE, NATURAL BEAUTY, CONNECTION TO OUR EVIRONMENT.
-DREAM OF PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE, STEWARDING A PRECIOUS ASSET ON BEHALF OF THE NEXT GENERATION

-FOR MANY, THE DREAM IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXERCISE THE RIGHT TO MAKE A CHOICE. AS A COMMUNITY, WE HAVE BEEN FRUSTRATED FOR 25 YEARS BY NOT HAVING BEEN GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO CHOOSE.

FOR ME, IT’S ALL OF THESE WHICH HAS PROVIDED THE MOTIVATION TO WORK TOWARDS THIS MOMENT EVER SINCE I TOOK OFFICE.

THIS IS A MOMENT OF FULFILLMENT FOR MANY OF US HERE TODAY.  A MOMENT WHEN PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE COME TOGETHER.  WE LOOK BACKWARD AT THE EFFORTS OF SO MANY WHO LABORED TO BRING US TO THIS MOMENT.  WE ENJOY THIS INSPIRING PLACE ON THIS BEAUTIFUL MORNING,  AND WE LOOK AHEAD TO ENVISION HOW THIS  MAJESTIC SETTING WILL BE ENJOYED BY OUR FAMILIES, DESCENDENTS AND OTHER CREATURES OF OUR PLANET WITH WHOM WE WILL SHARE THIS TREASURE.
THIS MORNING WE ANNOUNCE THAT THE OWNERS OF THE PROPERTY, LEYLAND ALLIANCE HAVE ENTERED INTO A CONTRACT TO SELL THIS PROPERTY TO THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND.  THE PURCHASE PRICE IS $9.7 MILLION.
OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, THE BOS WILL INITIATE AN APPROVAL PROCESS WHICH WILL CULMINATE IN A REFERENDUM IN EARLY DECEMBER.  MADISON VOTERS WILL BE ASKED TO DECIDE IF THEY WISH TO AQUIRE THIS PROPERTY.
THE REFERENDUM PRICE WILL CONTAIN TWO COMPONENTS:

THE COST OF AQUIRING THE PROPERTY WILL BE $8 MILLION.  TPL WILL HELP US FIND $1.7M TO OFFSET THE 9.7 M PURCHASE PRICE.  THIS WILL BE COMPOSED OF PRIVATE DONATIONS AND GRANT FUNDING .

THE SECOND COST COMPONENT OF THE REFERENDUM PRICE WILL BE APPROXIMATELY $1 M TO COVER THE COST ASSOCIATED WITH RESTORING THE PROPERTY, DECOMMISSIONING THE AIRPORT, AND CONSTRUCTING NEW FACILITIES.  THIS INCLUDES ESTABLISHING PARKING FIELDS, ACCESS TO CONSERVATION AREAS, POSSIBLY A CANOE LAUNCH,  AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF SEVERAL FULL-SIZED ATHELETIC FIELDS AND BASEBALL FACILITES.  HENCE, THE VOTERS WILL BE ASKED TO CONSIDER A REFERENDUM PRICED AT APPROX $9MILLION TO PURCHASE AND ENHANCE THIS PROPERTY.
WE NOW BEGIN A COMMUNITY-WIDE CONVERSATION ABOUT WHAT WE WANT FOR OURSELVES, OUR COMMUNITY, AND OUR HERITAGE.  LET US BE THANKFUL THAT DUE TO THE EFFORTS OF SO MANY OF YOU WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO.

TODAY IS A DAY WHEN YOUR DREAMS BEGIN TO BECOME REAL.  IT IS A SWEET MOMENT.

