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Developer challenges land report 

Abbe Smith , Register Staff 

MADISON — The developer of Madison Landing is firing back after state Attorney General Richard Blumenthal weighed in on the debate over the controversial project, expressing sympathy for those having environmental concerns surrounding the property. 

But a lawyer for LeylandAlliance, developer of the 127-unit adult housing development planned for the old Griswold Airport site, isn’t upset with the attorney general.
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Rather, he’s not happy with New Haven environmental lawyer Keith Ainsworth for providing Blumenthal with information he contends is "erroneous." 

Ainsworth vigorously denies the accusation.

The history of the airport land and an easement that provides access to the property from Boston Post Road is complex.

The airport’s previous owner, Maryann Griswold, gave a 10,000-square-foot conservation easement to the state in 2000 in exchange for an expanded easement across state Department of Environmental Protection-owned land at the entrance to the airport site.

According to both Ainsworth and the state Council of Environmental Quality, which also looked into the swap, the swap may have violated department policy on land exchanges because it was not a fair trade.

Ainsworth alleges that the land given by Griswold to the state was far less valuable than the bigger access easement she got in return. He also maintains that the land is less valuable because part of it floods at high tide.

Howard Kaufman, general counsel for LeylandAlliance, called the charge that the swap was done improperly "fallacious."

"I think attorney Ainsworth made no effort to get complete information," Kaufman said. 

Thomas Cody, another attorney representing LeylandAlliance, repeated the charge against Ainsworth in a letter to Blumenthal dated April 30

A footnote says that Ainsworth "erroneously stated that the easement area is ‘a low value piece of salt marsh.’" The letter goes on to give a detailed history of the land and related easements and explains why the developer believes the land swap was entirely legal.

Reached Thursday, Blumenthal said the legal question raised by the easement is separate from his environmental concerns about the property.

Regarding Cody’s letter, Blumenthal said: "We’ll have to review it and certainly take into account these factual claims, just as we have done with the initial contention."

In a letter dated April 24, Blumenthal asked state auditors to investigate Ainsworth’s complaint that the land swap was not legal. "I share your concerns about this environmentally sensitive and important property," Blumenthal wrote in that letter.

In that letter, the attorney general also voiced his support for a bill making its way through the General Assembly that would place a one-year moratorium on alternative sewage-treatment systems, such as the one proposed for Madison Landing.

Opponents of Madison Landing fear discharge from the development would upset fragile ecosystems in the marsh lands.

Ainsworth, who represents opponents to the development, called the accusations made against him by LeylandAlliance attorneys "slanderous."

He reiterated his claims that the value of the conservation easement is worth far less than access to Boston Post Road. "The basic point is there wasn’t an even exchange and it wasn’t even close," he said. 
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