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Mr. Warren Herzig

CT Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Water Management

79 Elm Street

Hartford,  CT    06103 

                                                                                   


        January 12, 2006

RE: Stop Griswold Over-Development (SGOD)  v. Leyland Alliance, LLC (Madison Landing) Application for Subsurface Leaching System Application  #200401781

Dear Warren:

     I am writing to you for what I believe to be the definitive (and hopefully final) statement on the concerns implicated by the Madison Landing subsurface discharge application. To date there have been at least six expert reviews of the proposal and a consistent authoritative voice has emerged. That voice is expressed clearly in the attached report by Dr. Brian Howes, PhD (Univ. of Mass. at Dartmouth) and his associate Roland Samimy, M.S. evaluating the salt marsh adjacent to the Griswold Airport.

     By this time the underground pipeline to the Sound theory espoused by Leyland Alliance should have been exposed as a product of adversarial science fiction. Even so, Dr. Howes, after a site visit and testing reiterates “Overall, it appears that there is significant groundwater discharge to Hamonassett River Estuary from the Griswold Airport site and that the system appears similar to other New England marshes” and as a result “any management plan [for the Griswold airport site] would include its nitrogen and other loadings contributing to the water quality and resource quality of the adjacent estuary” (p.3).

     This being the case, the following technical concerns follow:

a. CTDEP has designated the lower Hammonasset River estuary as ‘impaired’ relative to aquatic life support due to “nutrients/organic enrichment/Low DO” under the CWA §303(d) and is only partially supporting its designated uses.

b. Thus, the estuary is exceeding its limits for nitrogen loading and any additional nitrogen loading is presumed to cause degradation of designated uses under the CWA (such additions are prohibited).

c. “[M]ore intense development of the site would almost certainly increase the nitrogen loading to the lower Hammonasset River Estuary…” due to increased runoff from impervious surfaces and lower vegetative interception, fertilizer use and the wastewater treatment system. (p.5) This cumulative impact is not permissible under the CWA.

d. Dr. Howes notes that “$100’s of millions will be spent over the next decades to reduce nitrogen inputs” by governmental agencies on the Hammonasset River and LI Sound. It would appear inconsistent at the very least to ignore the contrary threat that Madison landing poses.

e. “Concern over expansion of Phragmites at the Griswold Airport site stems primarily from the increases in freshwater discharge to the upland/marsh border” (p.5)

      In conclusion, SGOD believes that a review of the attached report supports the confirms the concerns raised by Robert Schreiber and indicates that the Leyland permit application poses serious CWA implications.

      We continue to urge the Department to issue a tentative denial of the permit.

Very truly yours,

Keith R. Ainsworth 

Member, Evans, Feldman & Boyer, LLC

Counsel to Stop Griswold Over-Development

Cc: Commissioner Gina McCarthy

       William McCullough, SGOD

